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Internationally recognised as a breeding ground 
for emerging artistic talent, the Victorian College 
of the Arts (VCA) has powered the careers of many 
of Australia’s most successful artists - from Arthur 
Boyd, Fred Williams, Sidney Nolan, Tom Roberts 
and John Brack through to Patricia Piccinini, Louise 
Hearman, Rick Amor, Bill Henson, Ricky Swallow, 
Sally Smart and Callum Morton. 

VCA Access is an initiative of the VCA Foundation, 
created to allow more people to gain an intimate 
understanding - a behind the scenes look – at the 
contemporary workings of this dynamic institution. 
VCA ACCESS 2018 connects a select group of 
Melbourne art lovers with high potential VCA Fine 
Arts Masters students, prominent VCA alumni artists 
and their representing Galleries. 

What do I get as a VCA ACCESS Member? 
As a Member you will have ACCESS to building 
relationships with:

 < Five high potential 2nd year VCA Fine Arts 
Masters students. Throughout the year, you will 
come to know the students and their work well, 
observing them in a range of contexts. Selected 
by the Fine Art faculty following an application 
and interview process, the VCA ACCESS 
Masters students for 2018 are Moonis Ahmad, 
Piers Greville, Lorraine Heller-Nicholas, 
Janno McLaughlin, Arna Meldrum.               

 < Five prominent VCA Alumni Melbourne based 
artists. These artists will be matched with one of 
the students and will mentor them throughout 
the year, providing career advice around 
navigating the complexities of establishing a 
commercial career – the ‘how to’ of local and 
international dealers, galleries and art fairs.  
The opportunity will also be yours to engage 
with these artists, observing their work, behind 
the scenes. For 2018, participating mentor 
artists are Irene Hanenbergh, Rose Nolan,  
Sally Ross, Nick Selenitsch and Sally Smart. 

 < Five galleries that represent your mentor artists, 
which will invite you to private walkthroughs 
and talks throughout the year. Anna Schwartz 
Gallery, Murray White Room, Neon Parc, 
Sarah Scout Presents and Sutton Gallery  
will be participating in 2018.

In addition to developing relationships with 
students, artists and galleries, your membership  
will give you ACCESS into the VCA and its networks 
and partners (including the VCA’s own Margaret 
Lawrence Gallery, ACCA, Gertrude Contemporary 
and Heide MoMA as well as other VCA schools 
of Film & Television, Dance and Music).

In recognition of the increasing importance of Art 
Fairs in establishing commercial practice, we are 
excited to announce that we will be inviting the 
2018 VCA Access students to the Auckland Art 
Fair in May where they will have the opportunity 
to exhibit. As a Member, you will be invited to join 
us on a program giving you behind the scenes 
experiences of this International Art Fair with a 
series of private events and viewings.  

Every three months you will be issued with a 
calendar of the upcoming events that may include 
studio visits, gallery walks, private viewings, 
lectures, and performances. A show stopping,  
sit down dinner event for all participating Members, 
guests, students, artists and galleries will be held 
as a ticketed event to celebrate our 2018 program. 
Our Members section of the VCA Access website 
will also give you access throughout the year to 
articles and events.

How do I become a VCA Access Member? 
To become a Member, we invite you to register  
on our new website  vcaaccess.com.au  at  
$500 per person. 

For any queries, please contact  
 info@vcaaccess.com.au 

When does VCA Access launch? 
We invite all Members to join us for a private viewing 
and guided walk through the VCA Art Masters 
Exhibition (presented by graduating students 
completing degrees in the Masters of Contemporary 
Art and Masters of Fine Art). At this event you will 
meet your fellow members, VCA students and 
mentor artists. A calendar of events for Feb–April 
2018 will follow in February 2018. 

DATE December 3rd 2017, 3–5pm 

VENUE  Margaret Lawrence Gallery,  
40 Dodds Street, Southbank, 3006. 

RSVP  vcaaccess.com.au  
We hope you can join us on this journey of 
engagement, learning and fun. Please contact any 
of our Committee for further info or questions. 

Warm regards,

Your pass to a behind the scenes look at Fine Art at the VCA  
and the best of Melbourne’s contemporary art landscape.

VCA ACCESS Committee
Sal Balharrie, Jane Hayman and Rossie James

Caroline Chernov 
(VCA ACCESS Chair, VCA Foundation Board member)
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VCA ACCESS 2018

PARTICIPATING 
VCA MASTERS 
STUDENTS
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MOONIS  
AHMAD

2018 VCA MASTERS  
MENTORSHIP RECIPIENTS

Using archival materials as references ranging from text, mass 
media and cinema, to historical documents, Moonis aims to 
establish an interdisciplinary art practice, which on one side 
uses archival material from the past and on the other side, 
newer technologies and programming languages. His focus 
on the question of territorial claims on the landscape that have 
transformed contemporary identity is braided into such fictional 
archives and further problematized by using body as a site of 
contestation. The work also moves away from solely reaffirming 
representations and information about local experiences and 
allows one to express, through fiction and play amidst the reality, 
an event of art which occurs at a point when the work expresses 
its own demise.

Moonis Ahmad, born in Srinagar Kashmir is an interdisciplinary 
artist who works with hybrid practices involving mediums like 
video, photography, painting, programming and installation. 
He has shown his work at various exhibitions nationally 
and internationally.

Mooins is currently completing a Masters Degree  
at the Victorian College of the Arts.
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PIERS  
GREVILLE

2018 VCA MASTERS  
MENTORSHIP RECIPIENTS

Piers Greville’s work with painting aims to re-view landscape 
and situate a relationship with our environment. Out of a 
postcolonial understanding, particularly of the Australian 
context – Greville explores notions of the ‘anthroposcenic’ 
through a post-environmentalist framework. As points of 
departure he paints landscapes constrained along historically 
critical lines, adjusting his viewpoint to that of data mediated 
views. He searches beyond the dominant colonial marks for a 
more expansive history written in the Australian landscape.

Piers is currently completing a Masters Degree  
at the Victorian College of the Arts.
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LORRAINE  
HELLER-NICHOLAS

2018 VCA MASTERS  
MENTORSHIP RECIPIENTS

Lorraine Heller-Nicholas is an artist working in drawing, painting, 
animation, print and digital media. She lives and works in 
Melbourne, Australia.

Her practice has often incorporated binaries such as innocence/
experience, anger/contentment, violence/peace, and love/hate. 
Her work aims to de-familiarise our acceptance of these often 
extreme dichotomies on an affective level, which is achieved by 
incorporating a nostalgic, often kitsch, approach. This approach 
places the work itself in a contradictory realm that is both 
informed on a very material level by the past and the present,  
but at the same time transcends both.

Her more recent work has also focused on spacial relationships  
both within an image and in its presentation.

Lorraine is currently completing a Masters Degree  
at the Victorian College of the Arts.
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ARNA 
MELDRUM
Arna Meldrum’s key concerns in her practice are feminism,  
sexuality and psychoanalysis. These concerns are evident  
in her deep engrossment with a porn star whom she discovered  
on an internet site, Miranda, who is her friend, which is a fiction. 

Meldrum works with video, collage, drawing, mixed media and 
performance. She completed her Bachelor of Fine Art in Painting 
in 1994 and has since exhibited at events and exhibitions, such as 
the Melbourne Fringe Festival, and a collaborative installation in 
response to the environment, at the Victorian Arts Centre. She was 
a committee member at The Library Artspace, a gallery at J Studios 
(Melbourne) and board member of the management committee at 
J Studios. Meldrum has also been employed as a community artist 
with various organisations, such as Mind Australia, a community 
mental health service, and with children from public housing at 
Kensington Community Centre, Melbourne. Last year Meldrum 
attained a Graduate Certificate in Visual Art at Victorian Collage  
of the Arts, University of Melbourne. 

Arna is currently completing a Masters Degree  
at the Victorian College of the Arts.

2018 VCA MASTERS  
MENTORSHIP RECIPIENTS
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JANNO  
MCLAUGHLIN 

2018 VCA MASTERS  
MENTORSHIP RECIPIENTS

Since graduating from RMIT Fine Art in 1994, Janno has spent most 
of her time living away from Australia in New York and Buenos Aires. 
Janno’s artworks seek to sow hope, bravery, resilience and whimsy, 
anchored by a deliberately ridiculous and unwavering sense of 
humour. Her approach is unapologetically bold with a preference for 
blazing colour and mixed media. Deploying text, thread and richly 
associative metaphors she portrays the most vulnerable, fragile 
and endangered in society. In her nine solo exhibitions, Janno has 
explored the theme of outsider; the foreigner living in a non-English 
speaking world; the disenfranchised urban poor; and closer to home 
and as the mother of a child with autism, the isolation of disability. 

Janno is currently completing a Masters Degree  
at the Victorian College of the Arts.
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VCA ACCESS 2018

PARTICIPATING 
MENTOR 
ARTISTS
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VCA ACCESS 2018 
MENTOR ARTISTS

ROSE NOLAN 
Represented by Anna Schwartz Gallery

Rose Nolan’s practice investigates the formal and linguistic 
qualities of words and their relationship to architectural space. 
Adopting the language of abstraction and revolutionary 
aesthetics, Nolan typically uses a reduced palette of red 
and white and simple, inexpensive, utilitarian materials to 
create banners, posters, pamphlets, paintings and large-scale 
installations. Recalling the heroic and propagandist traditions 
of constructivism and political postering, her banners also 
make implicit reference to the vernacular antics and subjective 
expression of cheer squads, crowds and fans. The banners 
work back–and-forth, trucking with history and revelling in a 
sense of the moment, appealing to public memory while  
‘flying the flag for abstraction’.

Rose Nolan was a member of the group of artists who  
formed ‘Store 5’, a loose experimental collective and 
space based in Melbourne between 1989 and 1993.

See Rose’s CV  here 

Big Words – To keep going, breathing helps (circle work), 2017 
Installation view

IRENE HANENBERGH 
Represented by Neon Parc

Irene Hanenbergh deals with concerns of disciplined 
immaterial sensibilities within (marginalized) Romantic, 
Visionary and Fantastic art practices. She uses various media 
including drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking.

Hanenbergh completed a Master of Fine Arts by Research at 
the Victorian College of the Arts (The University of Melbourne) 
in 2010. She holds as well a BFA (Hons) in Painting and 
Sculpture from The Academy of Fine Arts Minerva (1988, 
The Netherlands), a BFA (Hons) in Printmaking, from The 
Athens School of Fine Arts (1995, Greece) followed by 2 year 
Postgraduate Research at the same academy. Additionally she 
completed a Post Graduate Program at The Royal College of 
Art (1992, London). Intermittently over the last 25 years, she 
has spent considerable time on artist residencies & for the 
purpose of exhibitions, in various locations across Europe,  
Asia (Japan and Thailand) and the USA (NYC).

See Irene’s CV  here 

Truth, 2005  
Zund print on aluminum  
60 x 40 cm
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NICK SELENITSCH 
Represented by Sutton Gallery

Nick Selenitsch’s art practice promotes the artistic and social 
importance of “not-knowing”. Through a variety of media - 
installation, drawing, sculpture and public artworks - his works 
create an elemental language out of familiar forms where the 
impulse to achieve the goal of singular understanding is both 
continuously acknowledged and endlessly eschewed. Most 
recently, he has achieved this by incorporating the aesthetics 
and motifs of games, sports and civic markings to make 
artworks that flirt ambiguously with the rules and procedures  
of their source.

Nick Selenitsch received a Bachelor of Fine Art (Painting)  
with Honours from the VCA in 2003. He completed a Masters 
in Cultural Material Conservation at the University  
of Melbourne in 2005.

See Nick’s CV  here 

Dancepiece A, B and C, 2014,  
site specific installation,  
chalk wall drawing

VCA ACCESS 2018 
MENTOR ARTISTS

SALLY ROSS 
Represented by Murray White Room

After graduating (from institutions including the Victorian 
College of the Arts), Sally spent 8 years in France and completed 
another Post Graduate degree at the Ecole d’art d’Avignon 
whilst regularly exhibiting in the United States, Australia and 
Europe. A self-confessed art addict, she has run an artists’ squat 
in an abandoned 17th century hospice, worked for the Festival 
d’Avignon theatre festival and for one of the most innovative 
private art collections in France before her return to Australia. 

Though her portraits and landscapes can be found in the 
collections of the National Gallery of Victoria, Geelong Art 
Gallery and private collections in Australia, Asia, Europe  
and the United States, her works position themselves 
somewhere outside contemporary art’s preoccupations – 
creating mysteriously fertile and painterly transformations  
of the archetypal.

See Sally’s CV  here 

Eva Orner, 2014  
Oil on wood  
150 x 120 cm
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VCA ACCESS 2018 
MENTOR ARTISTS

SALLY SMART 
Represented by Sarah Scout Presents

Sally Smart is widely known for her large-scale collage 
installations exploring the illusory and the uncanny. Her practice 
spans a range of media, including felt cut-outs, painted canvas, 
drawings, screen-printing, printed fabric and photography. 
Smart has exhibited extensively throughout Australia 
and internationally. 

Smart’s work is held in a number of collections, including  
major state galleries in Australia and internationally 
(including London, New York and Frankfurt), and corporate  
and private collections.

Her dynamic artworks were recently selected by Italian fashion 
house Marni to animate their latest artist collaboration; a 
collection of clothing and accessories for women and men.

See Sally’s CV  here 

Performance/Punokawan/Chout (The Choreography of Cutting),  
2017 (detail) Cotton, synthetic embroidery thread, aluminium,  
wooden sticks, pins, synthetic polymer paint on collaged elements;  
300 x 340cm Photo CREDIT: Gregory Lorenzutti 
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VCA ACCESS 2018

PARTICIPATING 
GALLERIES
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VCA ACCESS 2018 
GALLERIES

MURRAY WHITE ROOM 
Representing Sally Ross

 Website 

SARAH SCOUT PRESENTS 
Representing Sally Smart

 Website 

NEON PARC 
Representing Irene Hanenbergh

 Website 

SUTTON GALLERY 
Representing Nick Selenitsch

 Website 

ANNA SCHWARTZ GALLERY 
Representing Rose Nolan

 Website 

SPECIAL THANKS  
TO OUR 2017 SUPPORTERS

http://www.murraywhiteroom.com
http://www.sarahscoutpresents.com
https://neonparc.com.au/
http://www.suttongallery.com.au/
http://annaschwartzgallery.com
http://dodyolivercatering.com.au/
http://www.fleurs.com.au/
http://www.picco60.com/
https://www.internationalfinewines.com.au/
http://neonparc.com.au/artists.php?id=28

